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Identifications – Be able to identify the following terms.  Know who/what, when, where, why, and the “so 

what?” -  why it mattered: 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Great Society Tet Offensive SDI 

MAD Martin Luther King Jr. Pentagon Papers Mikhail Gorbachev 

domino theory Roe v. Wade Richard M. Nixon George H. W. Bush 

Brown v. Board of Ed. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution “Jimmy” Carter “Bill” Clinton 

John F. Kennedy Lyndon B. Johnson Ronald Reagan George W. Bush 

 

 

Essay Questions – Be able to answer the following essay questions in a succinct, well-organized essay 

(introduction, body with main points, conclusion).  Preparing a basic outline to follow will help keep your 

thoughts organized when you go to write your answer in the exam booklet. 

 

1. The 1950s brought significant changes to the everyday lives of many Americans.  Discuss the economic 

and demographic changes that contributed to the growth of suburbs and the Sun Belt.  In your answer, 

consider both Americans who participated in these trends and those who did not. (Chapter 27) 

 

2. During the 1960s, African Americans made substantial gains in asserting their freedoms and rights.  

What specific gains did the civil rights movement achieve?  Were there limits to its success?  What part 

did government play in this process? (Chapter 28) 

 

3. The United States’ engagement in Vietnam divided the nation.  Discuss the range of American 

responses to the war.  How did they change over time?  How did the war shape domestic politics in the 

1960s and early 1970s? (Chapter 29) 

 

4. The ascendency of Ronald Reagan in the 1980s marked a distinct shift from liberal, big-government 

domestic policies of the past.  In addition, Reagan’s foreign policy adopted a more aggressive, forward-

moving approach to engaging communism and the Soviet Union.  Explain this shift, including specific 

policy examples and their impact on the country and the world. (Chapter 30) 


