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Below are our "learning goals."   

By the end of the first semester, you should be able to... 

 

1. Explain the impact of European exploration on America. 

2. Explain the influence of English culture on the colonies. 

3. Explain the influence of religion and philosophy on the colonies. 

4. Explain the philosophical foundation of the Revolution and the Republic. 

5. Explain the essential elements of the U.S. Constitution. 

6. Explain the development of American art, literature, and religion in the 19th century. 

7. Explain the influence of Manifest Destiny and the Monroe Doctrine on American growth. 

8. Explain the impact of Unitarianism, transcendentalism, and abolitionism on the Civil War. 

9. Outline the events of the Civil War. 

10. Explain the cultural and political influence of the Civil War on American life. 

 

By the end of the second semester, you should be able to... 

 

1. Explain the cultural, political, and economic results of the Civil War. 

2. Explain the causes and results of the Progressive Era and the Roaring Twenties. 

3. Explain the causes and the results of the Great Depression. 

4. Explain the causes and the results of America's entry into the Second World War. 

5. Explain the philosophical, literary, political, artistic, and legal events during the Cold War. 

6. Explain the philosophical, literary, political, and artistic influence of the counter-culture on 

American life. 

7. Explain the philosophical, literary, political, artistic, and legal events during the post-Cold War 

Era. 

 

As we progress throughout the whole year, you should be able to... 

 

1. Understand and articulate diverse historical interpretations. 

2. Demonstrate the ability to understand and apply historical concepts, methodologies and 

approaches. 

3. Apply critical thinking to analyze primary and secondary sources. 

4. Explain the cause, effect, and relevance of specific historical events and/or periods within the 

broader historical, cultural, literary, and philosophical context. 

5. Articulate historical arguments in a variety of communication methods. 

 


